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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, PRINCIPAL BENCH AT NEW

<br>

DELHI

<br>

Respectfully Showeth;

<br>

Original Application No. 213 of 2025

<br>

Sanjeev Kumar and Others

<br>

Versus

<br>

State of Punjab and Ors.

<br>

Applicant(s)

<br>

Respondent(s)

<br>

Reply by way of affidavit of Er. Gurkaran Singh, Environmental Engineer,

<br>

Punjab Pollution Control Board, Regional Office, Patiala in compliance of order dated

<br>

29.05.2025 on behalf of Punjab Pollution Control Board i.e respondent no.2.

<br>

Ithe above-named deponent, do hereby,solemnly affirm and state as under:

<br>

1) That briefly submitted, this Hon'ble Tribunal has registered Original Application

<br>

No. 213 of 2025 in exercise of its suo moto powers on the basis of letter petition

<br>

forwarded by Sh. Sanjeev Kumar and Others. The applicant has alleged

<br>

continuous burning of garbage at dump ground in Patiala and has requested

<br>

for initiation of steps to scientifically manage and dispose of waste in

<br>

compliance with environmental regulations.

<br>

2) That the deponent is presently working as Environmental Engineer in Punjab

<br>

Pollution Control Board and is posted in Regional Office of the Board at Patiala.

<br>

The deponent is well conversant with the facts of the case and is competent

<br>

and authorized to swear and file the present reply by way of affidavit on behalf

<br>

of respondent no.2 Punjab Pollution Control Board.

<br>

3) That after consideration of the matter, this Hon'ble Tribunal was pleased to

<br>

pass an order dated 29.05.2025 thereby constituting a Joint Committee

<br>
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comprising of the officers authorized by the Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution

<br>

Control Board and District Magistrate, Patiala. The Joint Committee was

<br>

directed to undertake visits to the site, look into the grievances of the applicant,

<br>

associate the appllcant and representative of the concerned project

<br>

proponents, verify the.factual positlon and suggest appropriate remedial action.

<br>

The Punjab Pollution Control Board was designated as the nodal agency for

<br>

coordination and compllance.

<br>

This Hon'ble Tribunal was further pleased to implead the State of

<br>

Punjab through Principal Secretary, Environment; Punjab Pollution Control

<br>

Board through its Member Secretary; District Magistrate, Patiala and

<br>

Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Patiala as respondents in the case vide

<br>

the said order dated 29.05.2025 with direction to file reply within two months.

<br>

4) That it is pertinent to mention here that a similar matter in Miscellaneous

<br>

Application in disposal of cases no. 66 of 2025 in Original Application No. 434

<br>

of 2023 titled as Davinder Pal Singh v/s State of Punjab and Other is also

<br>

pending before this Hon'ble Tribunal. After consideration of the compliance

<br>

report dated 10.01.2025 filed by Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Patiala,

<br>

this Hon'ble Tribunal has issued notice for 04.08.2025 to the respondents by

<br>

passing an order dated 26.05.2025.

<br>

5) That it is relevant to mention here that considering the facts of the case in OA

<br>

No. 213 of 2025, this Hon'ble Tribunal was pleased to club the cases in OA no.

<br>

213 of 2025 and Miscellaneous Application in disposal of cases no. 66 of 2025

<br>

in Original Application No. 434 of 2023 vide order dated 29.05.2025.

<br>

6) That the present reply is being filed on behalf of respondent no.2 Punjab

<br>

Pollution Control Board in compliance to order dated 29.05.2025. The reply may

<br>

kindly be read in the following paragraphs.

<br>

7) That in compliance with the directions of the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal

<br>

(NGT) in M.A no. 66 of 2025 in disposed of case of Original Application No. 434

<br>

of 2023 titled as Davinder Pal Singh Vs State of Punjab, Patiala, the Joint

<br>

Committee comprising of following.officers held a meetingon 25.06.2025 at

<br>
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Patiala to deliberate upon actions to be taken for compliance of orders dated

<br>

07.08.2023 of the Hon'ble NGT -

<br>

Ms. PreetiYadav, Deputy Commissioner, Patiala.

<br>

Er. Harkiran Singh, Senlor Executive Engineer, Municipal Corporation,

<br>

Patiala

<br>

Er. Jatinder Pal Singh, Executive Engineer, Municipal Corporation, Patiala

<br>

Er. Gurkaran Singh, Environmental Engineer, PPCB, Regional Office, Patiala.

<br>

It was decided by the Deputy Commissioner, Patiala that MC, Patiala shall

<br>

submit Action taken report and the Joint Committee shall make field visit at the

<br>

dump site.

<br>

8) That in compliance to Hon'ble NGT orders dated 26.05.2025 in M.A no. 66 of

<br>

2025 in disposed of case of Original Application No. 434 of 2023 and order

<br>

dated 29.05.2025 in OA No. 213 of 2025, the joint committee comprising of

<br>

Ms. Preeti Yadav, Deputy' Commissioner Patiala, Sh. Rajinder Chopra,

<br>

Superintending Engineer, Sh. Jatinder Pal Singh, Executive Engineer & Sh.

<br>

Navinder Singh, Medical Officer from MC Patiala; Sh. Gurkaran Singh,

<br>

Envirónmental Engineer & Sh. Mohit Singla, Environmental Engineer, Regional

<br>

Office, PPCB, Patiala visited the site on 08.07.2025.

<br>

9) That on 08.07.2025, the dumpsite of MC, Patiala was visited by the Joint

<br>

Committee to verify the factual positions to look into the grievance of

<br>

complainant. Accordingly, the complainant Sh. Sanjeev Kumar was also

<br>

requested to visit the site alongwith the Joint Committee. During visit, the

<br>

remediation of legacy waste was in progress and no burningof waste was

<br>

observed. The compláinant informed that no burning of legacy waste/ any

<br>

waste was obšerved from past 2-3 months. He also informed the team that no

<br>

issue of snmell/odour is being faced by them at present.

<br>

10)That after inspection of the dümp site and consideration' of the matter, the Joint

<br>

Committee has prepared and filed its report to the Member Secretary, Punjab

<br>

Pollution Control Board vide its letter no. 2439 dated 23.07.2025 with the

<br>

following recommendations:

<br>
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a)

<br>

b) Munlcipal Corporation, Patlala shall implement On-site Emergency Plan

<br>

for Its dump slte addressing the following issues:

<br>

Municipal Corporation, Patiala should utilize the full capacity of the

<br>

avallable machinery to expedite the completion of the bio-remediation

<br>

work at the earllest.

<br>

e)

<br>

f)

<br>

To cover potentlal risks / emergencies due to fire, obnoxious /

<br>

flammable emisslons, odour, vector borne diseases rodentsS, bird

<br>

nuisance, seasonal affects l.e. summer / winter / monsoon (rainy

<br>

seasòn) and all other potential risks at the dumpsites.

<br>

To address the worst possible case scenarios preferably using

<br>

appropriate risk assessment software's covering any or all of the

<br>

potential emergency issues/scenarios cited above.

<br>

To cover likly affected geographical area including population, flora

<br>

& fauna in an around the dumpsites.

<br>

To contain detailed remedial measures both hardware and software

<br>

based' for mitigating various emergency situations, which should

<br>

finally be available with respective control rooms and on-site

<br>

emergency notice boards.

<br>

d) Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall ensure that fresh waste is not

<br>

Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall provide a permanent water hydrant

<br>

pipeline 'system, which can be used to douse of the fire at any time in

<br>

the year.

<br>

disposed at the dump site where bio remediation is being undertaken

<br>

Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall increase the plantation area / green

<br>

belt especially towards Patiala Nadi.

<br>

Municipal Corporation, Patiala shal deposit the pending environment

<br>

compensation in compliance to Hon'ble National Green Tribunal orders

<br>

in O.A. No. 606 of 2022.

<br>

9) Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall comply with directions issued by

<br>

CPCB u/s 5 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and directions under

<br>

Section 12 of Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR and

<br>

AdjoiningArea Act, 2021 for prevention and control of fire in Sanitary

<br>
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Landfill Sites, Dumpsites and open Municipal Solid Waste/ Biomass

<br>

burning in true letter and spirlt.

<br>

11)That the Punjab Pollutlon Control Board was designated as Nodal Agency for

<br>

COordinatlon and compllance by this Hon'ble Tribunal vide order dated

<br>

29.05.2025 passed In OA No. 213 of 2025 and as such the Joint Committee

<br>

report was flled by the Punjab Pollutlon Control Board before this Hon'ble

<br>

Tribunal and a copy of the same is enclosed herewith as Annexure R 2/A for

<br>

kind perusal of this Hon'ble Tribunal.

<br>

12) That it is relevant to mention here that the Punjab Pollution Control Board
on

<br>

the sidelines was also pursuing the matter with Municipal Corporation, Patiala

<br>

for compliance of the provisions of the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016.

<br>

13) That the Punjab Pollution Control Board in compliance to the orders dated

<br>

10.01.2020 passed by this Hon'ble Tribunal in OA No. 606 of 2018 (compliance

<br>

of Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016) is imposing Environmental

<br>

Compensation upon the Urban Local Bodies for violation of the Solid Waste

<br>

Management Rules, 2016. In this regard, the Board has imposed Environmental

<br>

Compensation amounting to Rs. 55.00 Lakh upon Municipal Corporation, Patiala

<br>

for the period of violation from 01.07.2020 upto 31.12.2024. Out of the said

<br>

Environmental Compensation, only Rs. 39.00 Lakh has been deposited by

<br>

Municipal Corporation, Patiala.

<br>

14) That keeping in view the fact that Municipal Corporation, Patiala has not abided

<br>

with the time lines for remediation of legacy based as per the judgment/ order

<br>

dated 07.08.2024 passed by this Hon'ble Tribunal in OA No. 434 of 2023

<br>

(Davinder Pal Singh v/s State of Punjab and Others), the respondent Punjab

<br>

Pollution Control Board has issued notice u/s 5 of the Environment (Protection)

<br>

Act, 1986 to the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Patiala for violation of

<br>

the provisions of the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 vide letter no. 504

<br>

dated 25.04.2025 with an opportunity of hearing before the Chairman of the

<br>

Board on 07.05.2025. A copy of letter no. 504 dated 25.04.2025 is enclosed as

<br>

Annexure R 2/B.

<br>
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15) That the hearing before the Chairman of the Board on 07.05.2025
was attended

<br>

by Ms, Deepjot Kaur, PCS, Jolnt Commissioner,, Municipal Corporation, Patiala.

<br>

A written reply was given which was taken on record. The representative
officer

<br>

of Munlcipal Corporatlon, Patlala Informed that MC, Patiala has permanently

<br>

deployed a fire brigade vehicle to prevent accidental fires at the dump site.
The

<br>

Methane detectors installed earller had become non-operational because
of

<br>

technical glitch in the wiring system. The same has been rectified and
two

<br>

Methane detectors installed at dump site have been made
functional. She

<br>

further informed that due to the large amount of garbage at the main garbage

<br>

dump, fencing was difficult but they have made 8 CCTV
cameras operational

<br>

and apart from this 10 more CCTV shall be installed. The officer further

<br>

informed that MC, Patiala has allotted the work of legacy waste remediation
to

<br>

a private firm - Sagar Motors for 143000 ton and the performance of the firm

<br>

was slow therefore, a termination of work notice was issued to it and
now the

<br>

speed of the remediation at the dump site has been increased. The officer

<br>

assured to ensure the compliance of the decisions of the hearing earlier given

<br>

by the Board, NGT directions as well as no fire incident at dump site in any

<br>

circumstance.

<br>

16)That after hearing the representative of the MC, Patiala, officers of the Board

<br>

and considering the material aspects of the case, the Chairman of the Board

<br>

has taken certain decisions, the relevant of which are reproduced below:

<br>

a. Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall deposit the balance

<br>

amount of Environmental Compensation amounting to Rs.

<br>

46.0 lacs imposed on it upto 31.12.2024 to the Board

<br>

immediately.

<br>

b. Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall expedite the process for.

<br>

the bio-remediation of legacy waste and shall ensure that

<br>

the bio-remediation of the legacy waste lying at the dump

<br>

site be carried out without any further delay.

<br>

C. Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall immediately comply with

<br>

the commitments given by it before the Hon'ble NGT in O.A

<br>
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no. 434 of 2023 titled as Davinder Pal Singh vs State of

<br>

Punjab and submit compliance report of the same in the O/o

<br>

Environmental Engineer, Regional Office, Patiala.

<br>

d. Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall immediately submit

<br>

bank guarantee amounting to Rs. 10 lacs
as decided in the

<br>

last personal hearing held on 14.02.2024
as an assurance to

<br>

comply with the Solid Waste Management Rules,
2016.

<br>

e. Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall
ensure that no fire

<br>

incident at the dump site as well
as in the city be OCcurred

<br>

in any circumstance.

<br>

f. Municipal Corporation, Patiala shall
immediately make its

<br>

ETP operational for treatment of leachates
being generated

<br>

from the legacy dump site.

<br>

g. The MC-shall devise the ways &
means to minimize the

<br>

generation of all kind of.wastes through REDUCE, REUSE

<br>

and RECYCLE activities. The generated
waste, if any, shall

<br>

be properly handled and managed
as per the provisions of

<br>

the Municipai Solid Waste Rules, 2016
in an environmentally

<br>

sound manner.

<br>

h. The MC may also develop the
vermicomposting/composting

<br>

to manage the biodegradable solid waste.

<br>

i. MC will take regular inspections and appropriate actions

<br>

against the violators of ban on single use plastic, plastic

<br>

carry bags as wellas persons/vendors who throw, burn or

<br>

bury any solid wastes in open, outside premises or in drain

<br>

/water bodies.

<br>

i. A team of the Oficers of the Board comprising Er. Parveen

<br>

Saluja, Senior Environmental Engineer (HQ-3), Er. Gurkaran

<br>

Singh, Environmental Engineer, Regional Office, Patiala, Er.

<br>

Dhararmvir Singh, AEE, Regional Ofice, Patiala shall visit the

<br>
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dump site, verify the contentions made by the MC during

<br>

the hearing, verify the compliance various commitments

<br>

made by the MC in the Hon'ble NGT and other compliances

<br>

W.r.t. Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 within 15 days

<br>

and submit Its report with concrete recommendations.

<br>

k. Further actlon shall be taken after the receipt of the
report

<br>

from RegionalOffice, Patiala within 15 days.

<br>

17)That the proceedings of the hearing held
on 07.05.2025 were conveyed to the

<br>

Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Patiala by the Board
vide letter no. 912

<br>

dated 12.05.2025 and a coDV of the same is enclosed
as Annexure R 2/C.

<br>

18) That in compliance to the decisions taken during the hearing held on

<br>

07.05.2025 (as,conveyed to MC,Patiala vide letter no. 912 dated 12.05.2025),

<br>

the team of officers has visited the dump site of
Municipal Corporation, Patiala

<br>

on 20.06.2025 and 08.07.2025 and the report has been
submitted to the Board

<br>

vide letter no. 24576 dated 14.07.2025. The team of officers in its report

<br>

submitted on 14.07.2025 has given certain recommendations which are

<br>

reproduced herein below:

<br>

i)

<br>

Municipal Corporation, Patiala has partially complied with

<br>

the 1, 2,5,7, 8 points of the personal hearing and whereas,

<br>

has not complied with point No. 3,4, 6, 9 of the decisions

<br>

of the personal hearing held on 07.05.2025. As such, the

<br>

Municipal Corporation, Patiala be directed to comply with

<br>

the decision of the personal hearing held on 07.05.2025 in

<br>

letter and spirit.

<br>

Environnmental Compensation amounting to Rs 06 lacs be

<br>

imposed on the Municipal Corporation, Patiala for the non

<br>

compliance of activities mentioned at Sr No. 11 of SWM

<br>

Rules, 2016 for the period of 01.01.2025 to 30.06.2025.

<br>

i) Municipa! Corporation, Patiala be directed to deposit the

<br>

balance amount of Environmental Compensation

<br>
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amounting to Rs. 16 lacs imposed on it up to 31 12.2024

<br>

to the Board, immediately.

<br>

v) From the perusal of the analysis report of the ground water

<br>

samples collected from the plezometers installed at

<br>

dumpsite, It has been concluded that concentration of the

<br>

various parameters except TDS and Iron
are within the

<br>

desirable limits as glven in IS10500:2012 and whereas
TDS

<br>

and Iron are marginally above the desirable
standards.

<br>

V) As per the information provided by the Municipal

<br>

Corporation, Patiala, a total of 5,000 MT of
solid waste has

<br>

been bio-remediated during the period
from 20.06.2025 to

<br>

07.07.2025 resulting to an
average of approximately 263

<br>

MT/day, which is significantly lower than the installed

<br>

capacity of: 1,000 MT/day. Therefore, the Municipal

<br>

Corporation, Patiala be directed to utilize the full
capacity

<br>

of the available machinery to expedite the
completion of

<br>

the bio-remediation work at the earliest.

<br>

vi) Municipal Corporation, Patiala be directed to submit
an

<br>

Action Plan for all its 60 wards, clearly indicating the

<br>

timelines and responsibilities of.the concerned officials for

<br>

ensuring segregation of Municipal Solid Waste, along with

<br>

the penalty mechanism to be imposed on citizens violating

<br>

the Rules.

<br>

vii) Municipal Corporation, Patiala be asked tocomply with the

<br>

following observations made by the team:

<br>

a) Permanent hydrant system should be re

<br>

installed at the dumpsite.

<br>

b) CCTV cameras to be connected with the Board's

<br>

website.

<br>

c) Regulatory clearances be obtained from the

<br>

Board.

<br>

d) Plantation to be increased at the dumpsite.

<br>

e) Boundary to be provided all around the

<br>

dumpsite especially towards the Patiala Nadi to

<br>

9
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T)

<br>

9)

<br>

19) That acopy ofthe report submltted by the team of officers vide letter no. 24576

<br>

dated 14.07.2025 to the Board is enclosed as Annexure R 2/D.

<br>

Date: 2gl4202s

<br>

avoid littering of solid waste into the Patiala

<br>

Nadi.

<br>

20) That the Board is in the process of granting fresh hearing to Municipal

<br>

Corporation, Patiala so that the recommendations made by the Joint
Committee

<br>

as well as the team of the Officers of the Board shall be complied by the

<br>

Municipal Corporation, Patiala.

<br>

Verification:

<br>

Increase the frequency of the Mock Drills.

<br>

21) That the deponent may kindly be allowed to place
on record, the reply of the

<br>

Punjab Pollution Control Board in compliance to order dated
29.05.2025.

<br>

Impose fine on the bulk consumers not

<br>

complying with the Solid Waste Management

<br>

Rules, 2016.

<br>

Place: Pat1alg Runjob

<br>

Date: 29H25

<br>

Place:

<br>

Verified that the contents of Para No. 1 to 20 of the above reply by way

<br>

of affidavit of the deponent are true and correct as derived from the official record.

<br>

Para no. 19 is prayer. No part of the abOve reply is false and no material has been

<br>

Concealed therein.

<br>

Deponent

<br>

Pahala Lunjs)

<br>

(Er.Gurkaran Šingh)

<br>

Environmental Engineer,

<br>

Regional Office, Patiala.

<br>

(On behalf of Punjab Pollution

<br>

Contro Board)

<br>

Depod

<br>

(Er. Gurkaran Singh)

<br>

Environmental Engineer,

<br>

Regional Office, Patiala.

<br>

(On behalf of Punjab Pollution

<br>

Control Board)

<br>
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